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Hello everyone, today I’m going to talk about blogs, bloggers and blogging. This presentation is divided into three parts. 
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So let the show begin… In the first part I’ll introduce you with the term blog, history of blogs, statistical blogger, some well known bloggers/innovators and then I’ll tell you why blogs are becoming a big power on the internet now and why they are so popular.
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History goes back to the old days when the internet itself was in diapers (there was no HTTP protocol that we have today and use to navigate through web-pages). It all started with Usenet groups (usenet stands for User Network) where people could connect using their modems and leave some messages on the server for others to read and reply.

Then a bit later, came the email groups era. I think you all know what a mailing-list is. Google groups is an example of the thing. Everyone were communicating using email, but, to my mind, this system has very little in common with blogs.


Then the Bulletin Board Systems took place – they were more flexible and had more common with blogs. Why? These BBS’es were run by users and other users could connect to them and download software, read/write messages through terminal (telnet, gopher).
“rec.humor.funny” – is a newsgroup, but shares many common things with blog (posts, comments, links to interesting places)

“different people” – different by profession: students, journalists, game developers (John Carmack), Steve Gibson was hired to blog by Ritual Entertainment – the first one to be a hired blogger.

“Blog software” – wordpress.com, MovableType, livejournal.com, blogger.com and so on. 
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You may wonder whether you are suitable for blogging. Of course you can blog! As you can see the statistical blogger age ranges between 13 and… well, until you’re dead.
“fluctuations” - According to statistical studies - at younger ages (13-20) females blog more, but later male becomes dominant (75% to 25%).

“students” – student life, studies, parties

“programmers” – technologies, psychological stuff, photography (very popular at the moment), 
“basketball players” – Gilbert Arenas’s blog won “Superstar blog of the year award 2007”, Mathew Nielsen has blog too
“basketball coaches” – Ettore Messina – “The Proffessor” – also has a blog in english/russian.
“teachers” – Bronislovas Burgis 

“politics” – Zuokas, Kubilius…. 
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Here are some more known bloggers. Justin Hall – was one of the first to start blogging while being a student at college

Jerry Pournelles blog – he used wearable computer and camera to transmit text, pictures and video information. 


John Carmack , famous game developer for his Quake, Doom, Wolfenshtein game series. And less known fact – he was a first game-dev person to start blogging about his job.
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“pages” – common parts of bigger websites (news page, portfolio, links page) 

“manually” – plain html, no dynamics. 

“LiveJournal.com” – few days ago was bought by some Russian news company.
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Now here’s some history of the term “blog”. It’s pretty straight-forward to understand it, so I will not comment on it too much.
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And the last section of the first part – why blogs are popular among readers and writers.

First of all they write about everything, so it is easy to find a soul on the internet who shares the same subjects of interest as you do.

“everything” – even though different blogs write about different subjects, the whole blogosphere covers basically all areas of interests: politics, technologies, funny things, interesting facts, conspiracies, sciences, daily life, etc. etc.


Blogs are a very useful tool for public opinion forming.

“public opinion forming” – in 2004 blogs became more or less like political consultants, politicians and news services started to use them for opinion forming.


Blogging is/can be a job. Really. Although not Lithuanian, but in other countries blogs can help you make up to 8000$/month.


Blogging helps create a community around your website and get feedback from your readers. 

“feedback” – as you write posts and they are read, more and more people will likely to come back to your blog and write their opinion on the subject – they will comment. 
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Now we came to the second part, here I‘ll give you a brief summary of blogging situation in Lithuania. First of all you will see what the ten most favorite blogs are, then I‘ll tell you a bit more about the subject matter. 
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Number of subscribers does not show the real number of readers.
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“Blogosphere” – is whole blogging space including blogs, bloggers and readers.

“Third world” – we can’t do many things like bloggers do abroad (i.e.: make money for living), our community is somehow a little bit conservative (my personal opinion). There are clubs: 1% club – for the blogger elite, and 99% club – for the rest of bloggers (who are said to write trash).
I do not belong to any of them. Although, they both are interesting to me, I prefer to think that I belong to “Club 100%”, because I write for my own pleasure about the subjects I like most.
Situation is somehow very difficult, but however there are initiatives to make it all in the right way, by doing interesting projects and talking in seminars (even in big ones like Wazzap? – for market specialists). 
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Don’t be mistaken, this is not third part, this is… hm… Part 2.5 – in which you’ll be introduced to the initiatives running on Lithuanian blogosphere.
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One of the first projects to syndicate lithuanian blogs content into one place. 
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Elt.lt – recently was involved in scandal when some of the bloggers websites rating at google was lowered resulting in inaccurate search results. This was because elt.lt was republishing other bloggers posts. 
Blogger is a human being who wants his blog to be read, and elt.lt has taken his readers away. So you can imagine, there was an internet-word-war for about two weeks, but at the moment it settled down.

Blogeriai.net – initiative mainly oriented not to take away readers, but to help readers find bloggers they want to read. Everybody’s happy. 
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Karabi.lt – Ką rašo blogeriai? – “What bloggers write?” – a new, interesting and inovative approach to the things that elt.lt and blogeriai.net do, it uses more technological and inovative ways to syndicate content. Yet it is in beta stage.
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Finally this is the las part of the presentation. Here I’ll talk about blogging tools, so if you feel fancy about blogging, but don’t know where to start, this part may be of some interest to you.
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“Different users” – not all of us can afford or configure server software, domain names and the software itself so there are solutions that fit individual needs.
“Different purposes” – if your blog is to read by few readers daily, or maybe just you – you shouldn’t/needn’t invest too much into server software and tools, however if your blog becomes very popular, you will need software and hardware that could handle such big loads of visitors in your site.
“Customization” – basically, what it means is that you can be at the cutting edge of web-technology if you want. Most of tools allows to customize website layout, content, create plugins and coolest thing is – these plugins/addons can be shared among bloggers. So if you do not know PHP or any programming language, but know how to use Google – it is big possibility, that someone has done the thing you couldn’t.
“Blogging farm” – a page which has many many subpages for each blogger to post it’s items.
“Blogging engine” – used in individual pages
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Unknownbug.net – new project, in beta state I think. Main objectives is user-friendlyness and support. However this system is currently invite-only. 
Blogas.lt – One of the oldest blogging farms in lithuania, has about 40K users, but... Many of them are just users and update their blogs very rarely.

Both of them are really easy to use (as I have read reviews), but have some disadvantages – one is full of bugs, another is not fully implemented. ( 
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I don’t know too much about them… LiveJournal is one of the early blogging farms created. Blogger is former blogspot.com(or vice versa?) which was bought by Google. Both have thousands of users. 
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The most popular blogging engine, highly customizable, easy-to-use and has huge load of plug-ins and add-ons. Many modern popular blogs on the internet use it. One more thing to be fancy about it – it’s open source! And has big community. 
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A “number-one” solution for popular websites – as it is half-statical, it can handle big loads on the server from your visitors. Disadvantages? Yeah... It’s commercial. Of course you can get a free copy, but no support. I’ve tried to install and use it, but... It made my head ache: first I took 5-6 hours to configure and run it (compare with WordPress – about 15min), later I’ve seen that it has little add-ons and such, but that’s not all… The main reason behind me throwing away this thing was that I could not import my old posts from WordPress. Doah! I felt devastated…. (  And fell back to WordPress.
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No comments.
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Thank you. Any questions?
